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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

1 . Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Oran et al. U.S. 
Patent 5,920,316. 

Referring to claims 1,15 and 19, Oran et al. teach a method, system and computer 
program comprising the steps of determining when a cursor is moved over one of the 
hierarchically arranged items in a window of a graphical user interface, and if the one of the 
items has one or more related sub-items, displaying a first preview window comprising the one 
or more related sub- items (when a cursor is pointed at one of the cascading, or hierarchically 
arranged menu items from the start menu, if there are related sub-items, i.e. there is an arrow 
indicating more related sub-menus, the related sub-menus are displayed) (column 9, lines 65-67 
through column 10, lines 1-20). This can fiirther be seen from the examples shown in Figures 
16A-C and Figure 17; as can be seen from Figure 16, when the cursor is positioned over 
"Programs", one of the hierarchically arranged items in the start menu, the related sub-items of 
"Programs", such as "Accessories", "Microsoft Office", etc., are displayed. 

Referring to claim 8, Oran et al. teach a system comprising logic configured to determine 
when a cursor is moved over one of the items, and if the one of the items has one or more related 
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sub-items, displaying a first preview window comprising the one or more related sub-items 
(when a cursor is pointed at one of the cascading, or hierarchically arranged menu items from the 
start menu, if there are related sub-items, i.e. there is an arrow indicating more related sub- 
menus, the related sub-menus are displayed) (column 9, lines 65-67 through column 10, lines 1- 
20), a memory comprising an application supporting a graphical user interface and in which the 
logic is stored (column 5, lines 21-30 and 51-53), a display device configured to support the 
graphical user interface (column 5, lines 21-30), a cursor manipulation device configured to 
cooperate with the appUcation and for manipulating the cursor with respect to the graphical user 
interface (mouse used to move the cursor on the screen) (column 6, lines 46-48 and column 10, 
lines 17-18), and a processing device configured to implement the logic and the application 
(CPU of the computer accessing the operating system, which is implementing the GUI) (column 
5, lines 21-30). 

Referring to claims 2 and 10, Oran et al. teach the cursor is manipulated by a mouse 
(column 6, lines 46-48 and column 10, lines 17-18). 

Referring to claim 3, Oran et al. teach when the cursor is moved over one of the items 
and a button is clicked, expanding the hierarchical arrangement of items in the window to display 
the one or more related sub-items (for example, when the cursor is positioned to point at the 
control panel option in the setting's menu, single clicking the left mouse button on the button for 
"Control Panel" expands the hierarchical arrangement of items in the control panel by opening 
the control panel window) (column 10, lines 9-22 and further shown in Figures 18-19). 

Referring to claims 4, 1 1 and 17, Griesmer teaches each of the items comprises a text 
object and a button (text description, such as "Control Panel", "Printers", etc. and a button, or 
icon, shown next to each description) (Figure 17) and further comprising the step of when the 
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cursor is moved over the button associated with one of the items and the button is selected, 
expanding the hierarchical arrangement of items in a window to display the one or more related 
sub-items (for example, when the cursor is positioned to point at the control panel option in the 
setting's menu, single clicking the left mouse button on the button for "Control Panel" expands 
the hierarchical arrangement of items in the control panel by opening the control panel window) 
(column 10, lines 9-22 and further shown in Figures 18-19). 

Referring to claims 5, 12, 18 and 20, Oran et al. teach determining when the cursor is 
moved over one of the related sub-items in the first preview window, and if the one of the related 
sub-items has one or more related second-level sub-items, displaying a second preview window 
comprising the one or more related second-level sub-items (displaying cascading menu items; for 
example, "Accessories", which is one of the sub-items of "Programs", contains second-level sub- 
items, shown by the arrow next to "Accessories", indicating more cascaded items; when the 
cursor is positioned over the "Accessories" sub-item, its associated second-level sub-items can 
be displayed) (column 9, lines 65-67 through column 10, lines 1-8). This is further shown in 
Figure 16C. 

Referring to claims 6 and 13, Oran et al, teaches at least a portion of the second preview 
window is displayed over at least a portion of the first preview window (as can be seen from 
Figure 16C, at least a portion of the window displaying the sub-items for "Programs", containing 
"Accessories", "Microsoft Office", etc. are displayed over the first menu window containing 
"Programs", "Documents", etc.; therefore, a portion of the window displaying second-level sub- 
items of "Accessories" can be displayed over the window containing the sub-items 
"Accessories", "Microsoft Office", etc.). 
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Referring to claims 7 and 14, Oran et al. teaches one or more of the related sub-items has 
one or more related second-level sub-items, and further comprising the step of displaying a 
second preview window comprising the one or more related sub-items (displaying cascading 
menu items; for example, "Accessories", which is one of the sub-items of the "Programs", 
contains second-level sub-items, shown by the arrow next to "Accessories", indicating more 
cascaded items; when the cursor is positioned over the "Accessories" sub-item, its associated 
second-level sub-items can be displayed) (column 9, lines 65-67 through column 10, lines 1-8). 
This is further shown in Figure 16C. 

Referring to claim 9, Griesmer teaches the logic is embodied in an operating system and 
initiated by the apphcation (column 5, lines 21-30). 

Referring to claim 16, Griesmer teaches a cursor manipulation means for manipulating 
the cursor with respect to the graphical user interface (column 6, lines 46-48 and column 10, 
lines 17-18). 

2. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to apphcant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1. 1 1 1(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach similar 
methods for presenting hierarchically arranged items. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (703) 305-0328. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:30 pm 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-3 116. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



May 25, 2004 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Griesmer U.S. 
Patent 5,923,328. 

Referring to claims 1,15 and 19, Griesmer teaches a method, system and computer 
program comprising the steps of determining when a cursor is moved over one of the 
hierarchically arranged items in a window of a graphical user interface, and if the one of the 
items has one or more related sub-items, displaying a first preview window comprising the one 
or more related sub- items (when an input is received from an input device selecting one of the 
items displayed in a hierarchical list tree, the list of sub-tree items associated with the selected 
item is displayed in a second window) (column 2, lines 21-37). This is further recited in column 
5, lines 7-28 and shown in Figures 9-10. 

Referring to claim 8, Griesmer teaches a system comprising logic configured to 
determine when a cursor is moved over one of the items, and if the one of the items has one or 
more related sub-items, displaying a first preview window comprising the one or more related 
sub-items (when an input is received from an input device selecting one of the items displayed in 
a hieraixhical list tree, the list of sub-tree items associated with the selected item is displayed in a 
second window) (column 2, lines 21-37, column 5, lines 7-28 and further shown in Figures 9- 
10), a memory comprising an application supporting a graphical user interface and in which the 
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logic is stored (column 6, lines 35-37 and 44-45), a display device configured to support the 
graphical user interface (column 6, lines 30-33), a cursor manipulation device configured to 
cooperate with the application and for manipulating the cursor with respect to the graphical user 
interface (column 5, lines 48-51 and column 7, lines 17-20), and a processing device configured 
to implement the logic and the appUcation (column 6, lines 30-33). 

Referring to claims 2 and 10, Griesmer teaches the cursor is manipulated by a mouse 
(column 5, lines 48-51 and column 7, lines 17-20). 

Referring to claim 3, Griesmer teaches when the cursor is moved over one of the items 
and a button is clicked, expanding the hierarchical arrangement of items in the window to display 
the one or more related sub-items (when the user selects a button, the hierarchical sub-tree is 
displayed) (column 8, lines 44-64 and column 9, lines 15-20). Furthermore, when the expansion 
indicator is selected with a cUck of the mouse button, the node is expanded and the related 
children nodes are displayed (column 6, lines 12-27). 

Referring to claims 4, 1 1 and 17, Griesmer teaches each of the items comprises a text 
object and a button (text description, such as reference character "516" and a button, or icon, 
such as reference character "532" for each item, as shown in Figure 5) and further comprising 
the step of when the cursor is moved over the button associated with one of the items and the 
button is selected, expanding the hierarchical arrangement of items in a window to display the 
one or more related sub-items (expanding the node and displaying the related children nodes 
when the expansion button is selected) (column 6, lines 12-27). 

Referring to claims 5, 12, 18 and 20, Griesmer teaches determining when the cursor is 
moved over one of the related sub-items in the first preview window, and if the one of the related 
sub-items has one or more related second-level sub-items, displaying a second preview window 
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comprising the one or more related second-level sub-items (displaying nested items within a 
nested item; for example, the sub-items of "Functions" "Resources" and "Files" of the item 
"CMyView", which is one of the sub-items of the item "My Project", can be displayed) (column 
10, lines 64-67 and column 11, lines 1-20 and 36-44). This is further shown in Figures 9-10. 

Referring to claims 6 and 13, Griesmer teaches at least a portion of the second preview 
window is displayed over at least a portion of the first preview window (for example, the second 
preview window containing the second-level sub-items, "Functions" and "Resources", are 
displayed over, or indented under a portion of the first preview window containing the sub-item 
"CMyView") (Figures 9-10). 

Referring to claims 7 and 14, Griesmer teaches one or more of the related sub-items has 
one or more related second-level sub-items, and further comprising the step of displaying a 
second preview window comprising the one or more related sub-items (displaying nested items 
within a nested item; for example, the sub-item of "Functions" "Resources" and "Files" of the 
item "CMyView", which is one of the sub-items of the item "MyProject", can be displayed) 
(column 10, lines 64-67 and column 1 1, lines 1-20 and 36-44). This is further shown in Figures 
9-10. 

Referring to claim 9, Griesmer teaches the logic is embodied in an operating system and 
initiated by the application (column 6, lines 28-50). 

Referring to claim 16, Griesmer teaches a cursor manipulation means for manipulating 
the cursor with respect to the graphical user interface (column 5, lines 48-51 and column 7, lines 
17-20). 
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4. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 CF.R. § IJ 1 1(c) to consider 
these references folly when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach similar 
methods for presenting hierarchically arranged items. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (703) 305-0328. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-3 116. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

May 17, 2004 ' I 
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